

Publication Date: Wednesday, September 2, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 138, Reasonably Available Control Technology for Facilities that Emit Nitrogen Oxides (NOx RACT)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P200
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This rulemaking clarifies that compliance with section (6) of Chapter 138, Alternative Emission Limits for Startup and Shutdown, can be demonstrated through an alternative RACT determination that addresses startup and shutdown emission standards.
PUBLIC HEARING: 9:00 AM, Thursday, September 17, 2026, Augusta Armory, 179 Western Avenue, Augusta Room 209A, 2nd Floor
COMMENT DEADLINE: 5:00 PM, Monday, September 28, 2026 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Michelle Radley
DEP, 17 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
(207) 530-6820
Fax: 207-287-7826
TTY: (207) 287-7688 EXT. 711
michelle.radley@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same. 
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 38 M.R.S. §§ 585 and 585-A
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: N/A.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dep/index.html 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Tom.graham@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE:  94-649 C.M.R. Ch. 9, Guidelines for Determination of Financial Eligibility at PDS Expense (currently titled Guidelines for Determination of Financial Eligibility for Assigned Counsel and Reimbursement for Assigned Counsel Costs)  
 
 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P179 (2nd Notice)
BRIEF SUMMARY: This Chapter establishes guidelines for determining a person’s financial eligibility for counsel at PDS expense. These guidelines govern the work of financial screeners employed by the Commission and are intended to provide guidance to courts in their determination of financial eligibility.
PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, September 21, 2026 at 3:00PM hybrid via Zoom and in-person at 77 Sewell Street, 3rd floor, Suite 300, Augusta.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Tuesday, October 6, 2026 at 5:00PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Darcy 	Fisher
154 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330
207-287-3263
darcy.fisher@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 4 M.R.S. § 1804(2)(A).
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Licensing and Certification
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 114, Sentinel Events Reporting Rule
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P201
BRIEF SUMMARY: This rulemaking repeals and replaces the current rule in force, 10-144 CMR Ch. 114, Sentinel Events Reporting Rule. The revisions will serve to bring the current rule in force into compliance with changes made to 22 M.R.S. Chapter 1684 by PL 2025 Ch. 305 as well as incorporating current National Quality Forum (NQF) standards for Serious Reportable Events. These changes will allow providers to report on updated patient safety events and address current trends and needs and positively impact patient safety. Facilities will notice some new sentinel event categories have been added and some have been modified or retired. This will lead to increased reporting for some events and a decrease in others. The revision also allows for some clarification and updating of language with the goal of enhancing ease of use and interpretation of the Rule. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Tuesday, September 22, 2026 1-3 pm, 41 Anthony Avenue, Conference Room A, Augusta, Maine
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, October 2, 2026 at 5 p.m.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Jonathan Leach
41 Anthony Ave., 11 SHS, Augusta ME 04330
(207) 287-9300
(207) 441-4998
Maine Relay 711
Jonathan.h.leach@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. Chapter 1684, 22 M.R.S. §42, 22-A M.R.S. §205 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): PL 2025 c 305.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Emily.A.Cathcart@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of Labor, Kim Wallace Adaptive Equipment Loan Program Fund Board
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 12-178 C.M.R. Ch. 503, Kim Wallace Adaptive Equipment Loan Program Underwriting Guidelines
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P202
BRIEF SUMMARY: This rule makes a minor change to the loan underwriting guidelines of the Kim Wallace Adaptive Equipment Loan Program Fund Board, allowing loans for refinance of a purchase of adaptive equipment or assistive technology, if the application is submitted within 90 days of the item’s purchase date.  This extends the current deadline for applications for refinance to be submitted within 60 days of the item’s purchase date.
PUBLIC HEARING: None
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday October 23, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Reginald Parson
45 Commerce Drive (54 State House Station), Augusta, ME 04333
(207) 530-4345
reginald.parson@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same as contact person for Rule filing.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 10 M.R.S. § 374
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: None.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://alphaonenow.org/aelp/ 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: reginald.parson@maine.gov 
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 41, Menhaden [Reopen State Fishery]  
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-192

CONCISE SUMMARY:

[bookmark: _Hlk218694173]The Department has received additional quota through transfers that allow for a second directed fishery opportunity. With the current number of active harvesters, it is necessary to reduce open harvest days for this second state allocation fishery to Mondays and Thursdays only with a 7,000 pound daily limit to ensure effective monitoring of the State’s remaining quota. The Commissioner has determined that it is necessary to take emergency action to reduce the fishing days and the daily landing limit to prevent unusual damage to the menhaden resource by exceeding available quota. The Commissioner hereby adopts this emergency regulation as authorized by 12 M.R.S. §6171(3)(A).  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, August 30, 2026 (Emergency Rule) 

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Melissa Smith
Agency Name: Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta ME 04333
Telephone Number: (207) 441-5040
Email Address: Melissa.Smith@maine.gov 


AGENCY: Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Corporations, Elections, and Commissions
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 29-250 C.M.R. Ch. 800, Procedures for the Electronic Filing of Rules
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-197

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The adopted rule repeals and replaces Chapter 800. The rule establishes general parameters and requirements for agencies to electronically file rulemaking proposals and rulemaking adoptions with the Department of the Secretary of State 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, September 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: J. Chris Parr
Agency Name: Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Corporations, Elections, and Commissions
Mailing Address: 184 SHS, Augusta, ME 04333-184
Telephone Number: 207 624-7647
Email Address:    


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 143, New Source Performance Standards (NSPS)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-193 

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Clean Air Act (CAA) offers states the option to accept delegation of enforcement authority for NSPS in order to streamline the air emission licensing process, which Maine's State Implementation Plan allows. This rule enumerates the sections of Part 60 of the Code of Federal Regulations for which the Department seeks enforcement authority delegation from the EPA, and of which regular revision is required as federal regulations are updated. 

The existing rule will be amended to incorporate by reference the new and amended New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) that have been promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency between July 1, 2022, and July 1, 2025, for which the Department seeks delegation of enforcement authority. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, September 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Michelle Radley
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: PHONE: (207) 530-6820 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 144, National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-194

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Clean Air Act (CAA) offers states the option to accept delegation of enforcement authority for NESHAP in order to streamline the air emission licensing process, which Maine's State Implementation Plan allows. This rule enumerates the sections of Parts 61 and 63 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) for which the Department seeks enforcement authority delegation from the EPA, and of which regular revision is required as federal regulations are updated. 

The existing rule will be amended to incorporate by reference the new and amended National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency between July 1, 2022, and July 1, 2025, for which the Department seeks delegation of enforcement authority. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, September 6, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Michelle Radley
Agency Name: Department of Environmental Protection
Mailing Address: SHS 17, Augusta, ME 04333-0017
Telephone Number: PHONE: (207) 530-6820 TTY: (207) 287-7688 ext. 711
Email Address:  
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